
From: Betty Krenz ]  Sent: Monday, March 
11, 2013 11:46 PM To: Purdon, Tim (USAND) Subject: spirit lake 
  
Mr	  Purdon: 
	   
My	  name	  is	  Betty	  Jo	  Krenz.	  	  I	  was	  a	  case	  manager/custodian	  for	  Spirit	  Lake	  
Tribal	  Social	  Services	  and	  was	  terminated	  in	  June	  of	  2011	  after	  I	  brought	  
forth	  concerns	  of	  illegal	  placements	  and	  misuse	  of	  government	  funds.	  	   
I	  am	  been	  quite	  vocal	  and	  active	  in	  trying	  to	  get	  some	  help	  of	  for	  the	  
children	  of	  Spirit	  Lake.	  I	  would	  like	  to	  take	  a	  minute	  of	  your	  time	  to	  to	  
express	  my	  deep	  concern	  for	  a	  few	  of	  the	  children	  I	  am	  very	  concerned	  
about. 
	   
First	  I	  am	  confused	  with	  the	  following	  statement: 
	   
The fact is, all of the allegations that have been raised recently about 
crimes against children at Spirit Lake have been turned over to FBI 
and BIA law enforcement, and they have been investigated. Some of 
the allegations have been substantiated and have resulted in ongoing 
criminal investigations. Others have turned out to be either based on 
false information or unable to be substantiated 
	   
I find this statement to be false.  I would love to believe it as 
it would allow me to sleep better at night but I am certain that 
they have not all been looked into by "real law 
enforcement".  I know this because I first hand submitted five 
960's and I have never even gotten so much as a call from 
ANYONE.  
  
As a past employee I have gained the trust of many foster 
parents on the reservation and they also call me to ask 
where to get help as nobody ever has gotten back to them 
with their concerns.   
  
The last time I checked a few 
 of the responsibilities of the CPI are : 
  



            1. Providing feedback to the “mandated” reporter as 
required in NDCC 50-25.1-11;  
            2. Conducting interviews of the victim and reporter  

            3. After the receipt of the report, by phone call, letter, 
fax/electronic mail, or personal contact, child protection services 
action shall occur within 24 hours if the              situation is a 
Category A or B case; otherwise, an initial response shall take 
place                        72 hours. Face-to-face contact with the victim 
should occur in accordance with 640- 05-01-10-01, "Categories for 
Initiation of Assessment and Face-to-Face 
Contact                Requirements for Suspected Child Victims." 

I do not feel I need to go into the entire roll of CPS as I am sure 
you are aware of the regulations, on the flip side please do not 
continue to state how sure you are that all of these allegations have 
been followed up upon as I (first hand) am now telling you 
otherwise. In fact my documented calls to the BIA and tribal 
social services have never even so much been returned.  

  
I am offended at the comment about the reporters are not always 
truthful with the facts: Here are a few facts for you to think 
about….. 
 
1. When a 13 year old boy shits his pants at the thought of 

going home to his bio home because of the abuse he 
endured I believe he is speaking the truth. 
 

2. When a young girl describes to you a blow job during a 
recess break at school, you believe her. 
 

3. When a foster parent tells you of a child being her home with 
no perm plan for 16 months, you believe her. 
 



4. When a 13 year old girl contracts a horrible STD, she was 
raped. 
 

5. When an elder who barely speaks English asks somebody to 
get involved because two young boys under the age of 10 are 
having sex in her front yard, you believe her. 

 
I can continue on but I think the facts speak for themselves. When 
these victims have come forward nobody has helped them. You 
continue to trust the BIA on the ground and tribal police (Bentley 
Greybear and Rod Cavanaugh) even after the tribes own Director 
(Kevin D.) has admitted to a government official that he shredded 
documents for weeks because Mr Yankton told him to, you 
continue to dismiss the victims by not HEARING THEM OUT.   
  
I ask you this, who is responsible for turning cases over to you for 
prosecution?  Who is the watch dog of these individuals?? Who 
has assured you that these cases have been investigated? 
  
Thank you for your time and I await your reply. 
  
Mrs Betty Jo Krenz 
 
 
Purdon’s Reply 
 
From:	  "Purdon,	  Tim	  (USAND)"	  <Tim.Purdon@usdoj.gov>	  
Date:	  Tuesday,	  March	  12,	  2013	  9:12	  AM	  
To:	  Betty	  Krenz	  <	  >	  
Cc:	  "Dalziel,	  John	  A.	  (FBI)"	  <John.Dalziel@ic.fbi.gov>,	  
"richard.melville@bia.gov"	  <richard.melville@bia.gov>,	  "Babbitt,	  
Marcus	  (Marcus.Babbitt@bia.gov)"	  <Marcus.Babbitt@bia.gov>,	  
"Morley,	  Jan	  (USAND)"	  <Jan.Morley@usdoj.gov>,	  "Reisenauer,	  Keith	  
(USAND)"	  <Keith.Reisenauer@usdoj.gov>,	  "Jordheim,	  Lynn	  (USAND)"	  
<Lynn.Jordheim@usdoj.gov>	  



Subject:	  RE:	  spirit	  lake	  
 
Ms.	  Krenz: 
	   
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  e-‐mail.	  	  I	  write	  to	  respond	  to	  some	  of	  the	  items	  
you	  raise. 
	   

1.       Law	  enforcement	  has	  interviewed	  you	  multiple	  times	  about	  
the	  information	  you	  have. 
You	  state	  below	  that	  you	  have	  not	  been	  contacted	  by	  anyone	  
to	  follow	  up	  on	  the	  960’s	  you	  filed.	  	  However,	  it	  is	  my	  
understanding	  that	  you	  have	  been	  interviewed	  on	  multiple	  
occasions	  by	  both	  BIA	  Office	  of	  Justice	  Services	  and	  the	  
Federal	  Bureau	  of	  Investigation	  concerning	  the	  information	  in	  
your	  possession	  about	  allegations	  of	  criminal	  abuse	  of	  children	  
at	  Spirit	  Lake. 

	   
2.       Law	  enforcement	  has	  investigated	  the	  specific	  allegations	  of	  

criminal	  activity	  that	  you	  raise. 
I	  stand	  by	  what	  I	  said	  at	  the	  town	  hall	  at	  Spirit	  Lake	  and	  in	  the	  
Grand	  Forks	  Herald.	  	  The	  incidents	  of	  alleged	  criminal	  
violations	  against	  children	  that	  have	  been	  previously	  reported	  
to	  me,	  including	  the	  ones	  you	  list	  in	  your	  e-‐mail	  below,	  have	  
been	  investigated	  by	  BIA	  and/or	  the	  FBI.	  	  I	  have	  been	  briefed	  
on	  the	  results	  of	  these	  investigations.	  	  The	  BIA	  and	  the	  FBI	  
have	  expended	  substantial	  effort	  in	  regards	  to	  those	  
investigations.	  	  Not	  every	  allegation	  that	  has	  been	  reported	  to	  
me	  has	  been	  able	  to	  be	  substantiated	  by	  law	  enforcement	  
through	  investigation.	  	  Some	  have	  contained	  inaccurate	  
information.	  	  Some	  have	  contained	  allegations	  that	  law	  
enforcement	  has	  not	  been	  able	  to	  
confirm/substantiate.	  	  Unfortunately,	  as	  a	  prosecutor,	  I	  need	  
evidence	  in	  the	  form	  of	  admissible	  witness	  statements	  to	  build	  
cases.	  	  Where	  an	  investigation	  by	  law	  enforcement	  	  does	  not	  
reveal	  witnesses	  and/or	  records	  to	  substantiate	  the	  allegations	  



or	  turns	  up	  witnesses	  or	  records	  that	  disprove	  the	  allegations,	  
we	  cannot	  bring	  a	  case.	  	  Unfortunately,	  as	  a	  prosecutor,	  I	  
cannot	  share	  all	  the	  information	  recovered	  by	  law	  
enforcement	  in	  these	  investigations	  with	  you	  or	  the	  general	  
public.	  	  I	  wish	  I	  could. 
	   

3.       Listening	  to	  Tribal	  Members. 
After	  the	  town	  hall	  as	  Spirit	  Lake	  two	  weeks	  ago,	  USAOND	  
staff	  and	  myself	  stayed	  and	  spoke	  with	  every	  single	  person	  
who	  wanted	  to	  speak	  to	  us	  about	  any	  incident	  of	  alleged	  
criminal	  abuse	  of	  a	  child	  on	  which	  they	  had	  information.	  	  We	  
were	  the	  last	  federal	  law	  enforcement	  officials	  to	  leave	  the	  
meeting	  so	  that	  we	  could	  hear	  all	  of	  these	  reports.	  	  Our	  time	  
there	  included	  a	  lengthy	  conversation	  with	  the	  female	  elder	  
you	  identify	  in	  #5	  below	  about	  the	  information	  she	  had.	  (It	  was	  
subsequently	  confirmed	  for	  me	  that	  the	  matter	  on	  which	  she	  
had	  info	  had	  previously	  been	  reported	  to	  law	  enforcement	  
and	  was	  already	  subject	  of	  an	  investigation.)	  	  All	  of	  these	  
reports	  we	  gathered	  after	  the	  meeting	  have	  now	  been	  turned	  
over	  to	  the	  appropriate	  agencies	  for	  follow	  up.	  	  My	  belief	  is	  
that	  USAOND	  has	  worked	  hard	  to	  listen	  to	  those	  who	  say	  they	  
have	  information	  on	  alleged	  criminal	  violations	  at	  Spirit	  Lake,	  
to	  get	  that	  information	  to	  the	  proper	  law	  enforcement	  
agencies	  for	  investigation,	  and	  to	  follow	  up	  with	  those	  
agencies	  as	  to	  the	  outcome	  of	  these	  investigations. 
	   

As	  I	  stated	  above,	  thank	  you	  for	  your	  e-‐mail.	   
	   
I	  encourage	  you,	  as	  I	  do	  all	  members	  of	  the	  Spirit	  Lake	  community,	  to	  
report	  any	  information	  you	  have	  about	  alleged	  criminal	  	  activity	  at	  
Spirit	  Lake	  to	  BIA	  and	  FBI	  law	  enforcement	  for	  investigation. 
	   
Tim	  Purdon 
United	  States	  Attorney 
District	  of	  North	  Dakota 



701-‐530-‐2420 
	  
 
 
 
From: Betty Krenz < > 
Date: March 12, 2013, 11:44:13 AM CDT 
To: "Purdon, Tim (USAND)" <Tim.Purdon@usdoj.gov> 
Subject: Re: spirit lake 
 
Mr Purdon 
 
I appreciate your reply to my email, although I think you are mistaken 
in a few things. 
 
1.  I have been contacted and interviewed by the BIA and FBI 
regarding many topics but not one time have I been spoke to 
regarding the 960's that I filed.  The last time I was spoke to by law 
enforcement Molly McDonald was present and will verify what was 
discussed.  Two of my 960's I filed were within the last two months. 
 
2.  I understand evidence and the way the courts work.  I agree not all 
crimes can be tried because of lack of evidence and no crime can be 
tried in the media.  I am concerned that you are trusting reports that 
are being generated by the same people that I have seen tamper with 
documents.   
 
3. The elderly lady I am speaking about has requested a visit with 
people again because of her sincere concern about the children she 
asked about.  These children are her RELATIVES and its very difficult 
to talk about what had happened and since it happened again, this 
time on a bus, she is more than a little upset.   
 
I believe you may have overlooked the questions I had in red.   
 
 
I ask you this, who is responsible for turning cases over to you for 
prosecution?  Who is the watch dog of these individuals?? Who 
has assured you that these cases have been investigated? 



 
Mrs Betty Jo Krenz 
 
	   




